[Intracardiac knotting of a Swan-Ganz catheter. Detection using intraoperative trans-esophageal echocardiography].
Transoesophageal echocardiography is a new technique that allows continuous and noninvasive assessment of cardiac function during surgery. More recently this technique is being used to detect the presence of external objects into the cardiac cavities. We report a case of Swan-Ganz catheter knotting confirmed by this echocardiography technique. He was a 57 year old male with previous history of arterial hypertension and ischemic heart disease who was scheduled for surgery because poor response to medical therapy. After anesthetic induction a thermodilution catheter was introduced percutaneously into the right internal jugular vein under continuous pressure monitoring from the distal catheter hole. In view of the difficulties in introducing the catheter into the pulmonary artery an intravascular catheter knotting was suspected and a bidimensional transesophageal echocardiogram confirmed the diagnosis. During extracorporeal circulation the catheter was withdrawn through a right auriculotomy. Monitoring with a Swan-Ganz catheter, as other invasive monitoring techniques, is followed by a certain degree of complications which should be avoided by a careful manipulation. Echocardiography is a valuable diagnostic procedure to identify the position of monitoring catheters into the cardiac cavities.